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 תורת תפארת
The Cow is The One 
Rav Simi Sherman 
Parashat Shmini - Parah 

The third of the four special פרשיות read in shul leading up to Pesach is פרשת פרה. 
 the Red Heifer which is used to ,פרה אדומה delineates the process of the פרשת פרה
purify those members of Klal Yisrael who have become impure through contact with 
a dead body. While the laws and regulation which govern the פרה אדומה are detailed 
and complex - and certainly full of deep lessons - what is perhaps most shocking 
are the first three words employed by the Torah to introduce the whole parsha:  וזאת
 .and these are the statutes of the Torah - חוקת התורה 

What does it mean that these are the “statutes” of the Torah? Are these the only 
laws of the Torah? Are these laws somehow of greater importance than the other 
laws of the Torah? One would think that such a powerful introduction would be 
saved for the lead up to perhaps the Ten Commandments? Why is the single law of 
 introduced with an expression which seems to imply that the law we are פרה אדומה
about to learn is central to the entirety of Torah? 

Rashi explains that this mitzvah is one which does not have a logical reason behind 
it. As such, the nations of the world will ask why we bother following it if we do not 
know the rationale behind it. To answer them, the Torah calls this mitzvah a חוק, to 
explain that we do now follow this mitzvah because it makes sense to us, but 
because our God commanded us to do so. In this sense, we can understand why 
 is פרה אדומה ,is proceeded with such a prestigious introduction. In truth פרה אדומה
the paradigm for all mitzvah observance. All mitzvot, even those mitzvot which do 
make sense to us, should be performed fundamentally because our God 
commanded us to do so. 
 

Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch explains these words differently. He notes that there 
is only one other time in the Torah when the expression זאת חקת התורה is used. At 
the end of Sefer Bamidbar, the Torah describes the procedure for making kosher 
the vessels captured from the people of מדין. Here too the Torah introduces this 
section with the expression זאת חקת התורה. Rav Hirsch explains the common  
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ליהודים היתה אורה 

 – שמחה וששון ויקר
Tiferet celebrated 
Purim together with 
an abundance of 
simcha! We spent 
Shabbat Zachor 
here in Tiferet, with 
meals at our 
faculty’s homes and 
an oneg Shabbat by 
Rabbi Avraham 
Willig. On Motzaei 
Shabbat, we had a 
special Megila 
reading for our 
students in the 
Tiferet Beit 
Midrash, followed 
by a Purim Chagiga 
with music, dancing 
and of course, 
Purim Shpiels that 
lasted well into the 
night. On Purim 
day, our students 
ate their seudot at 
the Rosner and 
Mayer homes, filled 
with singing, divrei 
Torah  and fun in 
honor of the chag! 
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evLiron Krishtal (5768) on her Aliyah this week! 

 )המשך(תורת תפארת 

denominator between these two sections. He says that 

both describe the procedure for how to take something 

impure and make it pure. By the vessels of מדין it is about 

making food vessels pure, and in our case it is about 

making a person pure. Rav Hirsch explains that “both 

sets of halachos are fundamental to the entire Torah, and 

their laws are essential prerequisites for the observance 

of purity. If we had no means of restoring כשרות to our 

vessels and the טהרה of our persons, it would be 

impossible for us to observe the Torah.” 

What Rav Hirsch is saying is that, in fact, the lessons 

learned from the אדומה פרה  are vitally important and 

virtually indispensable for the observance of a Jewish 

life. No one is perfect and goes through life without error. 

Everyone makes mistakes and stumbles in their ה עבודת' . 

But what we read this week in פרה פרשת  teaches us that 

no matter what situation one find oneself, the Torah 

affords one the opportunity to get up, brush off the dirt, 

clean oneself off and start anew. And what better lesson 

could there be leading into החודש פרשת ! 
 

 

 
 

Mazal Tov! 
 

Mazal Tov to Alana Reich (5768) on her 
engagement to Joshua Kirschner! May they be 
zochim to build a bayit ne’eman b’Yisrael 
together! 

Fakin’ Bacon 
Jenny Korman (5772) 

 
In this week’s Parasha, Hashem lists the Kosher and 
unkosher animals, and tells us what makes certain 
animals kosher and what makes an animal unclean. One 
specific animal that Hashem singles out is the pig.  
 

ַֹׁסע ֶשַסע ַפְרָסה וְהּוא גֵָּרה  וְֶאת ַהֲחזִיר ִכי ַמְפִריס ַפְרָסה הּוא וְש
א הּוא ָלֶכם     ֹלא יִָגר ָטמֵּ

“And the pig, because it has a cloven hoof that is 
completely split, but will not regurgitate its cud; it is 
unclean for you.” 
 
Society seems to always be bashing the pig; it is used as a 
common insult, and negative thoughts come to mind, like 
thoughts of dirty mud, sloppiness, and uncleanliness. 
Basically, no one wants to be associated with a pig. Why 
do we make these associations? A pig is one of G-d's 
precious creations!  
 
The problem with the pig is what it represents. A pig has 
split hooves, one of the tell-tale signs that an animal is 
Kosher, but the pig does not chew its cud, the other sign 
it must have to be Kosher. Whatever is on the inside does 
not reflect what is on the outside, and this is the issue.  
 
What the pig really is and what it appears to be are totally 
different, on completely separate wavelengths. It's afraid 
of being itself, and can be termed "a faker" nowadays. But 
that's not the only issue. The pig takes his fake-ness to a 
whole new level. He does not just sit by himself, but 
seems to be actively flaunting it in our faces. "Hey, look 
at me, I have split hooves! I'm totally Kosher". He can 
almost have us fooled, since we cannot physically see if 
he can chew his cud. He seems pure on the outside, but 
is deceiving us of who he really is.  
 
No one wants to be associated with a pig; no one wants 
to be called a "faker", or superficial. But this is a great 
challenge; it's hard to match our insides to our outsides. 
We may like to seem confident and cool, but is that who 
we truly are, or are we being deceiving? Fighting outside 
influences is tough, but fighting yourself and your own 
cravings to come off a certain way is tougher.  
 
Another challenge is defining yourself, especially with all 
the outside influences trying to tell you how to be 
someone you're not. A way of countering these 
influences it being totally honest with yourself. I may look 
the part, but am I playing it too?  Fight the urge to 
compare yourself to others, and express yourself! I want 
to see the real you, and I want others to see the real me. 
Learn a lesson from the pig, and fight hypocrisy.  
 
Someone can be as subtle as he wants, but honestly, I 
think the real you is so much cooler. Don't be afraid of 
being yourself, G-d's beautiful creation.  
 

 

 


